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A loving community of spiritual explorers who stand on the side of love and justice 

“Love is the spirit of 

this church, and service 

its law. This is our great 

covenant: to dwell         

together in peace, to 

seek the truth in love, 

and to help one        

another.” 

James Vila Blake 

April Services  -  In-person & via ZOOM  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82456109293 

Theme—Money 
 

April 3: "Why Not Privatize Public Health Care?”  

  – Shirley Roebuck & June Weiss from the Ontario Health Coalition 

Most Canadians view our Public Health System as something that will always 

be there when they need it. In today’s climate of money making at any cost, 

that is not exactly true. We must work together to ensure that our Public 

Health System is protected against any privatization of services. 

 

April 10: “Creating Inclusion for 2SLGBTQAI+ People” – Chrystal Fach         

Crystal, who identifies as Indigiqueer/Non-Binary, has been in leadership roles 

within multiple gender and sexual diverse organizations across Ontario. She 

will share her story and how to create safer spaces for 2SLGBTQAI+ people, 

their families, friends and allies. 

 

April 17: “What does Easter mean for Unitarian Universalists today?” 

                   – Ann Steadman ZOOM ONLY 

For Unitarian Universalists, the resurrection narrative is understood more 

metaphorically than literally. Many kinds of resurrections can be recognised: 

the rebirth of nature; the re-awakening of dreams and hopes; the rebuilding 

of damaged relationships. Ann will share readings and facilitate a circle discus-

sion on “What does Easter mean for you?” 

 

April 24: “Probability vs Possibility” – Kathy Milliken 

Many of us live our lives based on what we think is PROBABLY going to hap-

pen. Physics teaches us that there are far more POSSIBILITIES from which to 

choose. Come and see how ordinary balloons can help you visualize YOUR 

possibilities. 
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The stained glass chalice in the header hangs in the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Salem, OR. 
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President’s Message                                
 

The theme for the month of April is money.  
 

The topic of money could focus on how the Covid-19 pandemic has brought economic inequality into sharp-

er focus. For instance, there are about 4.9 million people without adequate income in this country but 1 in 5 

racialized families are living in poverty, compared to 1 in 20 non-racialized families. 

In America, by way of contrast, roughly 650 billionaires saw their net worth increase since 2020 by more 

than $1.4 trillion . . . and they’re now worth more than $4.6 trillion (Forbes 2021). Yes, trillion dollars! The 

list includes Elon Musk of Tesla with an increase of $144B, Jeff Bezos of Amazon +$86B, Larry Page and Ser-

gey Brin of Google +$42B and +$41B and Mark Zuckerberg of Facebook +$35B. This is unprecedented 

wealth and power of individuals in large corporations during these uncertain times for most people. 

However, the following passage speaks to me. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The alignment of political power with wealth, especially on the provincial and federal levels of government, 

can be less obvious to some. On one hand, there are official fund raising limitations for individuals on both 

the federal and provincial levels which is an important step. 

However, it is the influence of wealthy individuals and large corporations that is less obvious. It is when peo-

ple of influence move from large corporations into politics or positions in government and back again. It is 

also when some of these same people participate in organizations such as the World Economic Forum or 

the World Bank. It may bring into question whether these same people of influence are actually repre-

senting their local constituents or other interests. 

I see money and concentrated wealth as being the true 

threat to our way of life and democracy. 

 

In Fellowship, Dwayne O’Neill  

 

 

The great enemy of freedom is the alignment of political power with wealth. 
 

This alignment destroys the commonwealth - that is, the natural wealth of localities and the local 
economies of household, neighborhood, and community - and so destroys democracy, of which 

the commonwealth is the foundation and practical means.” 
 

Wendell Berry, The Art of the Commonplace: The Agrarian Essays 
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A copy of the full survey results was sent out with an email in late 
March. We received 21 completed surveys out of about 50 members 
and friends that were invited to fill out the survey. These results will 
be valuable input for the Program and Executive Teams. 
 
The survey included three questions where the survey respondent 
was asked to provide a rating from 1 - 5 with 1 being the highest and 
5 being the lowest value. This was asked in question #2 in rating the 
satisfaction with the lineup of speakers at our Sunday services and in 
questions #4 and #5 about Sunday Zoom and Hybrid Services. After 
the survey was completed, it was discovered that this rating scheme 
may have been confusing due to being the reverse rating from previ-
ous Fellowship surveys when 5 was the highest and 1 was the lowest. Therefore, the ratings for these three 
questions have been set aside but the comments are included. 
 
The following are some highlights from the survey: 
·         - A large majority of the respondents prefer speakers on community service/current societal issues 

and on mind/body/spiritual growth. Other forms of Sunday service were less popular. 
 
·         - A majority of the respondents would prefer that hybrid Sunday services (combination of in-person 

and Zoom) continue (73.7% indicated yes, 15.8% no and 10.5% maybe) until the end of June. 
 
·        - Interestingly, 6 out of the 21 respondents (or 28.6%) indicated that the Fellowship wasn’t meeting 

their needs. This compares to 4 out of 23 in last year’s survey. Some positive comments included “I en-
joy the community feeling of connection with others”. On the other hand, some comments included 
“Not at the moment” and “I am not sure I belong to UU”.  

 
·        - There were comments such as “The program committee has done a wonderful job “and “A big thank 

you to the Fellowship leaders”. 
 
·        - One comment may provide an overview “Covid has presented society with many challenges. As a Fel-

lowship, we have not been isolated from those challenges.” 
 
Thanks to everyone that filled out the survey. 

In Fellowship, Dwayne 

Fellowship Survey Summary 

We've all heard the saying "money can't buy happiness." But it does buy food, shelter, personal safe-

ty, health care, comfort, and numerous forms of power and security. And so, we're called to ask, how 

does money shape our lives and the lives of those around us? How has money assisted us and/or held 

us back? What role does money play in our ability to live our values as Unitarian Universalists?   

Rev. Lynn Harrison 
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Fellowship Annual General Meeting Official Notice  

Sunday, April 24th, 2022, 2 pm via ZOOM 
At our Annual General Meeting of the Fellowship, we receive and approve the reports of the members of 
the Executive Team, adopt a budget for the next Program Year (July 1 – June 30) and elect a new Executive 
Team. 
 
Executive reports, nominating committee report and the minutes of the 2021 AGM will be sent in an e-mail 
prior to the meeting. 
 
While all are welcome to attend the AGM, only Active and Honorary Life Members may vote. 
 
Please keep in mind that a process for proxy voting was passed in a by-law change at the 2015 AGM: 
An Active Member or Honorary Life Member unable to attend a duly constituted general meeting or special 
business meeting may appoint another Active or Honorary Life Member to serve as her/his proxy by sub-
mitting a signed statement to the President or designate by a stipulated deadline (April 23th, 2022 for this 
AGM), indicating which Active or Honorary Life Member is to serve as the individual's proxy for which specific 
meeting. An Active or Honorary Life Member may carry no more than one proxy. 

 

 

Updated Information for In-Person Attendees  

Children: 
Children may attend with their parents, will be seated with them and will remain in the room during the full 
service. Activity bags will be provided. 
 
Self-Screening: 
If you are experiencing COVID-like symptoms, including fever, acute fatigue, cough or shortness of breath 
(unrelated to a pre-existing condition), please join us via ZOOM from your home. 
 

Entering Building:  
Enter by the west wooden doors facing College Ave. Sanitize hands using the sanitizer at the entrance. If 
‘late’, use the ‘door bell’ attached to the sandwich-board sign to gain entrance. To access the elevator, enter 
through the ground-level entrance on the east side of the building. 
 
Masks: 
Mask use is optional.  
 
Seating: 
Physically distance if this is more comfortable for you.  
 
Other: 
There will be no group singing, use of hymnals, passing of the collection plate or serving of coffee. Bring 
your own beverage if you wish. 

In Fellowship. Ann Steadman, Program Chair 

Hybrid Services Continue 
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How To Donate 
 

Thank you for the eTransfers and cheques that have been arriving. 
Your continued financial support is appreciated. If you would like to make an eTransfer donation, please 

send it to: UFSPH.executive@gmail.com. There is no longer a need for a security question. If you prefer to 

write a cheque, please designate the payee as Unitarian Fellowship of Sarnia and Port Huron and mail the 

cheque to: 

             Mark Woolston, UFSPH Treasurer, 1993 Rainbow Trail, Sarnia, ON, N7T 7H6 

A PayPal donation button has been added to our website, https://www.uusarnia.com/. Please note that 

PayPal charges for this service, and we are only crediting the donor with the net amount. 

Giant Book Sale for Ukraine 

Betty Learn is seriously downsizing her book collection and she needs your help!  She has 
lots of works of fiction as well as non-fiction. 

She invites Fellowship members and friends to drop by and take as many books as you 
would like.  If you care to make a donation to Ukraine relief she will make sure it is 
passed on to the Red Cross or added to the Fellowship’s donation. 

Betty and Richard live at 203 Willa Crt.  Give them a call at 519-337-4039 and start your 
summer reading early! 

 

 

Your Fellowship Executive Team has agreed to make a donation of $1000 on behalf of the Unitarian           
Fellowship to the Canadian Red Cross Ukrainian Relief Fund. This will be done on April 8th.  

If anyone wishes to make a personal donation to the Canadian Red Cross Ukrainian relief fund through the 
Fellowship you can send Mark Woolston (Treasurer) your donation and it will be added to the $1,000   

committed to. Make cheques/checks out to Unitarian Fellowship of Sarnia and Port Huron indicating it 
should be directed to the Red Cross.   

You will receive a tax receipt from the Fellowship at year end. 

For information about the Red Cross response in Ukraine go to  

https://www.redcross.ca/how-we-help/current-emergency-responses/ukraine-crisis   

  

Local Updates 

                   Donation to Ukraine 

about:blank
https://www.uusarnia.com/
https://www.redcross.ca/how-we-help/current-emergency-responses/ukraine-crisis
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‘Money’ Quotes to Ponder 

"Money can't buy me love." - Lennon & McCartney  

 

"The only thing [money] cannot buy is meaning. The 

ultimate source of every human activity, every hu-

man function, is something, some force, beyond the 

ego. Money can't touch that, but it touches every-

thing else." - Jacob Needleman, Money and the 

Meaning of Life  

 

"Success isn't about how much money you make; it's 

about the difference you make in people's lives." - 

Michelle Obama  

 

"Whoever loves money never has enough; whoever 

loves wealth is never satisfied with their income." - 

Ecclesiastes 5:10 (Hebrew Bible, Judaism)  

 

"No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate 

the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to 

the one and despise the other. You cannot serve 

both God and Money." - Matthew 6:24 (Christian 

New Testament)  

 

"One who helps others wins wealth." - The Rig Veda 

(Hindu)  

 

"Money often costs too much.” - Ralph Waldo Emer-

son  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"For most people, money is a thing that must be ac-

quired rather than a meeting place of the spiritual 

and the material. At this point in just about every civ-

ilization on the planet, money represents only the 

material world—it has lost its relationship to our 

depth." - Mayuri Onerheim - Money - Spirituality - 

Consciousness  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"Wealth consists not in having great possessions, but 

in having few wants. - Epictetus  

 

Everyone wants to ride with you in the limo, but 

what you want is someone who will take the bus 

with you when the limo breaks down.” - Oprah Win-

frey  

 

"Money can be more of a barrier between people 

than language or race or religion." - Vera Caspary  

 

"You can only become truly accomplished at some-

thing you love. Don’t make money your goal. Instead, 

pursue the things you love doing, and then do them 

so well that people can’t take their eyes off you." - 

Maya Angelou  

 

"Capital as such is not evil; it is its wrong use that is 

evil. Capital in some form or other will always be 

needed.” - Gandhi  
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Other UU links: 

Canadian Unitarian Council  https://cuc.ca/ 

Unitarian Universalist Associations latest UUWorld  http://www.uuworld.org/  

Newsletter Editor: Ann Steadman                   Assistant Editor: Wendy Cornelis 

To unsubscribe from this newsletter at any time, please send your request by email to:  

asteadman@cogeco.ca  

April’s Theme—Money 

 

 

 

 

 

For spiritual nourishment and inspiration, please click on the link below to access the 

theme package so graciously shared by the First Unitarian Congregation of Toronto.  

https://www.firstunitariantoronto.org/wp-content/publications/tj/2022/The-Journey-2022
-03-Money.pdf 

Vision 
 

As a spiritual community, 

We embrace diversity, 

We explore openly, 

We stand on the side of love and justice. 

 

Community ... Spirituality ... Service 

http://www.uuworld.org/
mailto:asteadman@cogeco.ca
https://www.firstunitariantoronto.org/wp-content/publications/tj/2022/The-Journey-2022-03-Money.pdf
https://www.firstunitariantoronto.org/wp-content/publications/tj/2022/The-Journey-2022-03-Money.pdf

