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A loving community of spiritual explorers who stand on the side of love and justice. 

“Love is the spirit of 

this church, and service 

its law. This is our great 

covenant: to dwell         

together in peace, to 

seek the truth in love, 

and to help one        

another.” 

James Vila Blake. 

October Services  
Theme—Place 

 
October 3: “The Orange Shirt Movement” - ZOOM 
Jenny Redman will be sharing some of the history behind Orange Shirt Day move-
ment and why it is an important day for all. The movement calls upon Canadians to 
wear orange as a sign of solidarity with the indigenous communities across the coun-
try. May we work together to honour the survivors of the Canadian residential school 
system., remember the children who didn’t make it home and promise to never 
make the same mistake again.  
 
October 10: “Gratefulness” - ZOOM 
On this Canadian Thanksgiving weekend, we will join together in a congregational 
collaborative service. Bring along a story, song, poem, or something that expresses 
the theme of gratitude. 
 
October 17: “Habitat Restoration” - In-Person & ZOOM 
The 3 principles of conservation are 1: Protecting, 2: Restoring & 3: Connecting habi-
tats. Larry Cornelis’ presentation will focus on #2, “Restoring Habitats”, including the 
why and how. Larry say’s “there’s a lot to consider starting with the history of our 
landscapes, past restoration goals and the emergence of “Eco-centric” restoration as 
a conservation strategy. 
 
October 24: “Residential Schools and Generational Trauma” - In-Person & ZOOM 
Lila Bruyere is originally from the Couchiching First Nation near Fort Frances, Ontario. 
She is a residential school survivor, 2nd Generation, having attended St. Margaret’s 
Residential School near Fort Frances from 6 - 14 years of age. Lila says “I am honored 
to share a brief story of my residential school experience today.”  
 
October 31: "Remembering" - In-Person & ZOOM 
Today is Halloween (or Samhain) which to the Celtic peoples was the time when the 
veil between this life and the spirit world was thinnest and families welcomed visiting 
spirits with ritual offerings. Allan McKeown will lead us as we honour deceased mem-
bers and friends of the Fellowship with our love and memories and we will pay trib-
ute to several who we did not have the opportunity to offer a meaningful farewell.   
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The stained glass chalice in the header hangs in the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Salem, OR. 

http://www.uusarnia.com
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President’s Message                                
 

The theme for the month of  October is ‘Place’. Shawn Newton, the minister for First Unitarian Toronto, 

says the following words from an old Shaker hymn speak to him: 

'Tis the gift to be simple, 'tis the gift to be free, 
'Tis the gift to come down where we ought to be, 

And when we find ourselves in the place just right, 
'Twill be in the valley of  love and delight. 

This song resonates for me as well. It immediately evokes images of visiting my parents in Sudbury when 

they were alive. 

I would arrive at their place in the country, sometimes by myself, after a six hour drive. A regular visit was 

on Thanksgiving weekend each year. My dad would come out the door into the driveway and warmly greet 

me. Inside my mother would give me a big hug. We would catch up. 

The weekend would include talks with my mother and working alongside my dad, usually in the woods tak-

ing down dead trees and splitting the wood and stacking it to dry for the winter. 

In leaving to return home at the end of the weekend, my dad would help bring things to the car and in pull-

ing out of the driveway my mom would be waving goodbye from a window. 

Why is this a special place and time to me? It reflects unconditional love and acceptance and the deep long-

ing to be with each other. Being away and separated makes being together again very special. It’s my expe-

rience of “'Twill be in the valley of  love and delight.” 

In Fellowship, Dwayne O’Neill  
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In-Person Service Survey Results September 2021 
 
Thanks go out to the 24 members and friends of the Fellowship that completed the in-person service sur-
vey in early September and to Ann Steadman who arranged it.  
 
There were four specific questions around the idea of an in-person service trial for October. 
A summary of the results is presented below. Many of you also included detailed comments for some of 
the questions which were helpful. 
 
About two thirds of the respondents to the survey indicated that they would attend in-person services at 
the Kiwanis Room under Lambton Public Health Unit and Ontario Government guidelines. 
 
About the same number of people also indicated that they would like to see an electronic option contin-
ue when in-person services restart. A slight majority indicated that they would like a combination of in-
person and live Zoom services. 
 
The survey results were extremely helpful to the Program Team in their planning. 
 

Q1 Would you attend the ‘in-person service trial’ at the Lochiel Kiwanis Centre during October under 
Lambton Public Health Unit and Ontario Government guidelines? 
Yes: 62.5%  No:  37.5%  
 

Q2 Would you prefer to continue our Sunday services through ZOOM without an “in-person” trial? 
Yes: 20.8%  No:  79.2% 
 

Q3 Would you like Sunday services to continue with an electronic option (for example, recording the ser-
vice and posting on YouTube) after in-person services once again become our normal practice? 
Yes:  69.6%  No:   30.4% 
 

Q4 Would you like Sunday services to continue with an “hybrid” option- that is a combination of in-
person and live Zoom services? 
Yes:  59.1%    No:   40.9%  
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The Executive and Program Teams are excited to announce that a three week trial for a combination of 
Lochiel Kiwanis Centre in-person and Zoom services will start on October 17th. 

An ‘In-Person Service Group’ consisting of Ann Steadman, Don Greaves, Allan McKeown, Brenda Woolston 
and Dwayne O’Neill are planning the details. 

Guidelines for in-person attendees are outlined below. 

Because we serve a more vulnerable population, the Executive Team decided that all individuals 12 years of 
age and older, eligible for COVID-19 vaccination, need to be fully vaccinated to attend in-person. 
 
The in-person services trial may or may not be extended based upon the experiences during the trial and the 
evolving covid situation. 

 
 

Guidelines For In-Person Attendees  
At Lochiel Kiwanis Community Centre (LKCC) 

Vaccination Status: 
All individuals 12 years of age and older, eligible for COVID-19 vaccination, need to be fully vaccinated to attend in-
person. 
 
Children: 
Children may attend with their parents and will be seated with them. There will be no specific children’s programming 
for the three trial Sundays. Children will remain in the room during the full service and activity bags will be provided. 
 
Pre-Registration:  
Seating capacity is limited to 20 persons. Contact Ann Steadman (519-542-9708, asteadman@cogeco.ca ) by Saturday 
the day before the service to register. Indicate if you will need to use the elevator. 
 
Self-Screening: 
Before coming to the LKCC, complete an on-line health assessment at https://covid-19.ontario.ca/screening/
customer/ . If you are sick or experiencing COVID-like symptoms (including fever, cough, shortness of breath or acute 
fatigue), please join us via ZOOM from your home. 
 

Masks: 
Masks must be worn within the LKCC. The exception will be the service leader and presenter while they are speaking. 
 
Entering Building: NOTE CHANGE IN ENTRANCE 
Enter by the west wooden doors of the building facing College Ave. Sanitize hands using the sanitizer at the entrance. 
 
Entering Kiwanis Room: 
Check in with Greeter and sign form declaring full vaccination and symptom free status plus contact information. 
 
During and After Service: 
Seating will be in family groupings separated by 2 metres. There will be no group singing, hymnals or passing of the 
collection plate.  After the service, physically distance outside to socialize. 
 
 

 

3 Week In-Person Services Starting October 17th 

mailto:asteadman@cogeco.ca
https://covid-19.ontario.ca/screening/customer/
https://covid-19.ontario.ca/screening/customer/
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Local Updates 

 
How To Donate 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Thank you for the eTransfers and the cheques that have been arriving since we stopped  having in-person  

services.   

Your continued financial support is appreciated. If you would like to make an eTransfer donation, please 

send it to: UFSPH.executive@gmail.com  Also send an email to MEWoolston@hotmail.com so he is aware 

of the donation in a timely manner. There is no longer a need for a security question. If you prefer to write 

a cheque, please designate the payee as Unitarian Fellowship of Sarnia and Port Huron and mail the 

cheque to: 

             Mark Woolston, UFSPH Treasurer, 1993 Rainbow Trail, Sarnia, ON, N7T 7H6. 

From: Aria Core  
Date: September 6, 2021 at 3:20:21 PM EDT 
To: Brenda Woolston  
Subject: Many thanks 

 Dear Brenda,  

I just wanted to say thank you to you and the fellowship for the generous cheque and the 
kind words.  

I apologize for taking so long to do so, it's been a pretty hectic week since I got home from 
camp and moved to Haliburton.  

Anyway, I hope you can pass along the gratitude I have for the fellowship and all the support 
they've given me over the years.  

Have a great rest of your day! 

Aria.  

about:blank
about:blank
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Canadian Unitarian Council Events 

For information about upcoming CUC events, in-

cluding dates, times, and forms for registered 

events, click here. 

‘Place’ Theme Questions to Live With 

1. Are you where you want to be? Or need to be?  

 

2. What is the “place just right” for you?  

 

3. Is there a place that speaks deeply to you? If so, what is it like? 
And have you actually been there? What would it take for you to 
journey there?  

 

4. Is there a place to which you’re longing to return? Or a place 
you’ve left behind but aren’t quite done with? What does that place 
mean for you?  

 

5. Where do you feel the greatest sense of belonging? Why there?  

https://uucd.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e5029e4242717413510f270cb&id=e37c3c6b51&e=5743f54399
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Quotes On ‘Place’ to Ponder 

It is good people who make good places. 

Anna Sewell, Black Beauty 

 

A place is only as good as the people in it. 

Pittacus Lore, I Am Number Four 

 

Whether we like it or not, we all come from some-

place. And at some point in our lives, we have to 

make peace with that place. 

Jeffrey Stepakoff, The Orchard 

 

There is something particularly fascinating about see-

ing places you know in a piece of art - be that in a 

film, or a photograph, or a painting. 

Sara Sheridan 

 

You will hardly find wrong people at right places. 

Choose to be at the right places and you will find the 

right people who will inspire you to make it happen! 

Israelmore Ayivor 

  

It is nice finding that place where you can just go and 
relax. 
Moises Arias 
 
The mind is its own place and in itself can make a 
Heaven of Hell, a Hell of Heaven. 
John Milton 
 
When you leave a beautiful place, you carry it with 
you wherever you go. 
Alexandra Stoddard 
 
We shall not cease from exploration, and the end of 
all our exploring will be to arrive where we started 
and know the place for the first time. 
T. S. Eliot 
 
 

Happiness is a direction, not a place. 
Sydney J. Harris 
 
Be brave enough to live life creatively. The creative 
place where no one else has ever been. 
Alan Alda 
 
The doorway is a liminal place—where we are sus-

pended between two worlds. https://

reinventinghome.org/john-odonohue-on-home/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You must have a room, or a certain hour or so a day, 

where you don’t know what's happening, who your 

friends are, or what you owe. This is a place where 

you can simply experience and bring forth what you 

are and what you might be. This is the place of crea-

tive incubation. At first you may find that nothing 

happens there. But if you have a sacred place and 

use it, something eventually will happen.  

Joseph Campbell  

  

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/4639714
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/10576999
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/15225056
https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/moises-arias-quotes
https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/john-milton-quotes
https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/alexandra-stoddard-quotes
https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/t-s-eliot-quotes
https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/sydney-j-harris-quotes
https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/alan-alda-quotes
https://reinventinghome.org/john-odonohue-on-home/
https://reinventinghome.org/john-odonohue-on-home/
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Other UU links: 

Canadian Unitarian Council  https://cuc.ca/ 

Unitarian Universalist Associations latest UUWorld  http://www.uuworld.org/  

Newsletter Editor: Ann Steadman                   Assistant Editor: Wendy Cornelis 

To unsubscribe to this newsletter at any time, please send your request by email to:  

asteadman@cogeco.ca   

October’s Theme—Place 

 

 

 

 

Please click on the link below to access the theme package so graciously shared by the   

First Unitarian Congregation of Toronto.  

https://www.firstunitariantoronto.org/wp-content/publications/nh/2021/New-

Horizons-2021-09-Place.pdf  

   

Links to Larger Canadian UU Churches Who Are Streaming Sunday Services 

http://www.firstunitariantoronto.org/ 
 

https://vancouverunitarians.ca/ 
 

https://victoriaunitarian.ca/ 

https://www.uce.ca/sunday-services-online/  (Edmonton) 

https://uuch.ca/  (Halifax) 

http://www.uuworld.org/
https://www.firstunitariantoronto.org/wp-content/publications/nh/2021/New-Horizons-2021-09-Place.pdf
https://www.firstunitariantoronto.org/wp-content/publications/nh/2021/New-Horizons-2021-09-Place.pdf
http://www.firstunitariantoronto.org/
https://vancouverunitarians.ca/
https://victoriaunitarian.ca/
https://www.uce.ca/sunday-services-online/
https://uuch.ca/

